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Not Just Another Pretty Face has taken off. This is now the fourth iteration of
the project  with the past three being in 1995, 2003 and more recently, in
2008. Word has spread and the program has become a model for how an insti-
tution can support its city’s artists in a way that is fun, distinctive and sustain-
able. Arts organizations in Boise, Indianapolis, Philadelphia and Salt Lake City
have asked the Art Center how they might go about replicating Not Just
Another Pretty Face in their own communities. Here in Chicago, artists and
potential patrons are clamoring to get involved. This overwhelming interest in
the project has ensured that Not Just Another Pretty Face is an ongoing part
of the Art Center’s programming, and brought us here to the exciting culmina-
tion of the 2010 project. 

What has most attracted people to Not Just Another Pretty Face is the win-
win-win nature of the project. Artists are not only introduced to new support-
ers of their work, but also get paid for making it! Patrons have the chance to
get to know an artist, be a part of the creative process, and ultimately take
home a personal work of art. Finally, the Hyde Park Art Center has the oppor-
tunity to meet talented new artists, grow the group of ongoing supporters of
the visual arts, and carry out its mission in an innovative way. This was all
accomplished through a year-and-a-half-long process where the Art Center

introduced over 300 Chicagoans (and a
handful of people from other cities) to
the work of over 100 participating
artists through a series of “salons.”
Board members and fans of the Art
Center opened their homes and invited
their friends, families, and colleagues to
hear about these artists and the project.
In all, the Art Center hosted 14 salons—
including a public salon at the Art
Center that was open to all who were
interested. At these gatherings the Art
Center presented a sampling of the
artists participating and the idea
of direct patronage outside of the tradi-
tional system. Then, the conversations
began...

Everyone has their own reason for par-
ticipating in the project—some of which
are shared with you in this catalog.
There are people who had never pur-
chased art before and found Not Just
Another Pretty Face to be an unintimi-
dating way to give it a try. There are the
seasoned collectors who saw this proj-
ect as an avenue to promote an artist

that excites them. And, there are people who wanted to celebrate someone or
something special in their life with a meaningful work of art. Whatever the rea-
son, there was a match to be made. The Art Center acted as facilitator, guiding
those who needed it to the artist that best fit their interests and budget. 

Since the very first Not Just Another Pretty Face 15 years ago, the Art Center

Bernard Williams, Untitled, 2010, painted
wood, 17 x 11 x 8 inches. Comissioned by 
Tom Bachtell

has carried out this process with three goals
in mind:

o Supporting and promoting Chicago artists
o Making collecting accessible to a broader     

group of people; and
o Exploring the idea of portraiture-hinking of  

it not only as representational portraiture,    
but also as work based on the interactions 
and/or conversations between the artist 
and patron.

This year’s project produced 57 new artworks
ranging from traditional portraits to installa-
tion and video work.  When the exhibition is
over each patron will take their new work of
art home to serve as a reminder of the unique
experience. The catalogue documents each
artwork and explains the process of the 
project more in depth through interviews and 
personal responses from some of the artists and patrons.  

Artists have found that approaching the commissioning process in this more
personal manner often challenges them to think differently about their practice
and pushes them in new directions. This approach has also built long-term
relationships between individual patrons and artists—creating new advocates
and supporters of their work. In order to thrive artists need a community of

people who value
what they do, and
Not Just Another
Pretty Face has a
proven track
record of introduc-
ing new people to
collecting and
broadening that
support base for
Chicago artists by
establishing ongo-
ing relationships.

Christina Jensen
Director of
Development

Ethan Green, PBR, 2010, screen
print on stacked acrylic sheets, 
5 x 6 x 2 1/4 inches.
Comissioned by Dan Delany

Adelheid Mers
Family Portrait, 2010,
digital print
60 x 60 inches.
Comissioned by 
Jillisa Brittan and
Jeffrey Smith


