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Related Talks and Events:
All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.

Public Reception:
Sunday, October 26, 3 - 5 pm 

The Newly-Matched Game: 
Connected Through Art-Making and Behind-the-Scenes Exhibition Tour 
Wednesday, October 29, 6 – 8pm
Get the behind-the-scenes scoop on what the commissioning process was really like from both
artists and patrons involved in the project as well as a tour by the organizers.

The Art of Collecting Art
Wednesday, November 12, 6 – 8pm
Our panel of new and established collectors will tell their tales of passion, possession, love, loss,
and regret over art that make the most dramatic urban sagas look like bedtime stories.

Workshop:  Collecting 2.0 
The Art Center announces its first Collector Workshop Series available to the public.  This four-
part series, led by Karen Lennox, will give exclusive and behind-the-scenes look at art collecting
in Chicago.  Contact Christina Jensen at cjensen@hydeparkart.org or 773-324-5520, x.1021, if
you’re interested in learning more or to sign up. $100 fee. The sessions include:

What is Collectible?
Saturday, January 10, 2 – 4pm at the home of Ruth Horwich

Dealer as Educator: Understanding what you buy
Saturday, January 17, 2 – 4pm at Corbett vs. Dempsey Gallery  

Art as an Investment: Can you make money off of buying art? 
Saturday, January 24, 2 – 4pm at Richard Gray Gallery 

Wrap-up and Private Consultations
Saturday, February 7, 2 – 4pm at the home of Karen Lennox

Lead Sponsor

This exhibition culminates the yearlong 
commissioning project organized by the 

Hyde Park Art Center.

 



About the Project: 

Over the past year, the Hyde Park Art Center has cultivated
collaborations between artists and patrons that have result-
ed in the personal works of art that are presented in this
exhibition, Not Just Another Pretty Face. 

At the beginning of the project, over 70 of Chicago’s incred-
ibly creative and generous pool of artists agreed to partici-
pate in this project.  Thirteen friends of the Art Center
opened their homes to us and hosted salons so that others
could learn about the project, and two salons were held at
the Art Center for the public. Over 250 adventurous people
attended these salons, bringing a genuine curiosity and
interest in Chicago artists and the work they make.  All left
with an impression that there is much more to see and learn.
In the end, 65 patrons commissioned 86 works by 58 artists.
As you will see, the works produced traverse a wide range:
varying in media, size, content and from the literal to the
conceptual.  They all flirt with the idea of portraiture in inter-
esting ways.  

As with the resulting works of art, the collaborations varied.
Some patrons and artists were long-time friends, others met
through this process.  Artists and patrons ate meals togeth-
er, road-tripped, visited museums, hiked through abandoned
buildings, shared personal stories and interests, watched
baseball, exchanged emails, and educated each other.  Some
patrons did not see the works until they were unveiled on
October 18th, others were intimately involved in the process
along the way.

The Hyde Park Art Center’s role has been largely to facilitate
the interactions that make the project possible—and is
based on our belief that when you bring people together
who otherwise wouldn’t meet each other, interesting things
happen.

Kate Lorenz
Associate Director

Many of these artists are still available for commissions.
Please see the front desk for a list of participating artists.

Participating Artists:

Cousandra Armstrong
Floyd Atkins
Paul Benjamin
Marie Krane Bergman
Dalton Brown
Gillion Carrara
Nick Cave
Juan Angel Chávez
Cat Chow 
Lexi Coffee
Luis De LaTorre
Brian Dettmer
Brian K. Ellison
Ted Feaster
Jane Fulton Alt
Anthony Gassaway 
Theaster Gates, Jr. 
Benjamin Gest
Ron Gordon
Ethan Green 
Jennifer Greenburg 
Cynt Grover 
Jacob Hashimoto 
Juarez Hawkins 
Bette Cerf Hill
John Himmelfarb 
Isadore Howard
Carol Jackson 
Marva Pitchford Jolly
Jackie Kazarian
Makeba Kedem-DuBose
Yashua Klos
Anna Kunz
Christian Kuras & Duncan MacKenzie 
Cydney Lewis
Lisa Lindvay
Michelle Litvin 
Danny Mansmith 
Kathleen McCarthy 
Geraldine McCullough 
Tony Philips 
Judith Raphael 
Karen Reimer 
Darrell Roberts
Joanne Scott 
Mary Seyfarth 
G.L. Smothers 
Sarah Stec 
Pearlie Taylor 
Antonio Wade 
Dale Washington 
Oli Watt
Julian Williams 
Karl Wirsum 
Scott Wolniak 
Mary Lou Zelazny

Participating Patrons:
Harry and Susan Arader
Robert Ashenhurst and Nancy Levner
Barbara Bates
Paul Benjamin
Cynthia Bowman
Markell Bridges
Darwin F. Brown
Laurie Burgess 
Cleve Carney
Karen Carter and Brad Lynch 
Bruce and Martha Clinton
Colleen Coyne
Dan Delany
Linda Dunn 
Jennifer and Kurt Elling 
Linda Erf Swift 
Ciaran Escoffery
Ginger Farley and Bob Shapiro 
Demetrius Few
Curran and Young Jee Filer
Nancy Fishman
John and Julie Guida 
Courtney Harris
Gary Heiferman and Paul Buenvenida
Gail and Tom Hodges
Ruth Horwitch
Brooke Hummer and Grove Mower
Lois Iseminger
Deone Jackman and Eugene Goldwasser
Kineret Jaffe and Morton Silverman
Christina Jensen
Justine Jentes and Daniel Kuruna
Chet Kamin and Nancy Schaefer
Janis Kanter and Tom McCormick 
Lisa Key
Jacque and Elliott Kieff
Paul Klein and Amy Crum
Todd Lewis
Kate Lorenz
Jill and Michael Lowe
Claudia Luebbers 
Sonya Malunda and E. Charles Lampley
Talmadge Mason 
Patric McCoy
Lauren Moltz and John Clement
Susan and Ralph Muller 
Daniel Parker
Leslee Patras
Sandra and Michael Perlow
Robert Rizzo
Margie Roman
Lindsay Schmid and Nick Alexander
Linda Searl and Joe Valerio
Ross and Cimi Silverberg
D.E. Simmons 
Judith Stein
Irving Stenn
Scott and Kim Stiffle
Charles Thurow
Jennifer A. Turner
Rachel Tuuri
Ron West
Pirfirco Williams
Karen G. Wilson
Richard Wright
Michele Yeadon

 


